212                              France is Divided

The Consultative Assembly under the presidency of Felix
Gouin was not a ** registration office ". For the first time the
voice of the people made itself heard; for delegates of the Resis-
tance had come from France to make known the wishes of a
nation ready to come out into the open and fight.

The leaders and the masses were prepared to play their part
the day the Battle of France should begin.

THE   FRENCH   FORCES   OF    THE   INTERIOR
AND    THE   WAR
BY the end of 1943 the Resistance Movement was well organised.
The various groups and reorganised political parties, as well as
the C.G.T., had come into being again and formed the " National
Council of Resistance ". With the approach of the invasion, the
members of this Committee began to differ more and more in
their political outlook. They did not lose sight of the immediate
aim, the expulsion of the invader and the liberation of French
soil; but such events were already anticipated in their minds
and their real cause of anxiety was the question of the economic
and political basis on which the new France should be established.
They were all agreed that the economic question overshadowed
the political one. Almost all were agreed on the need for the
nationalisation of the key industries, mines and banks. Con-
trolled economy was the order of the day. Some of the Socialists
who had gone to London, however, quickly forgot their mission
for a renewed Socialism, even going so far as to drop the very
word " Socialism " so as not to irritate the others and thus main-
tain the ** sacred national unity" which had always expected
sacrifices from them, but never from the Right Wing parties; it
was as though their unquestioned courage in the Underground
struggle against a resolute enemy was unable to change into
** civic courage *' in face of their leader. The French workers,
however, were discussing the many ticklish problems more and
more openly and showed no desire to hedge them. Socialism was
for them no dream for which France was not " ripe ", nor some-
thing outside the scope of practical realisation, but a very real
and near event, and they did not expect to have fought in vain.
The Socialist Party in France had a clear-cut and definite pro-
gramme. Even the Communist Party in France had avoided
va#ue, high-sounding catchwords.
The realisation of a political programme, however, needs care-